A STUDY OF  INTERNATIONAL POLITICS     63
Up to the Franco-German War, up to forty years ago,1 England possessed the monopoly of trade and commerce throughout the world. She could afford to indulge herself spasmodically in unrealistic, even in sentimental and humanitarian policies. She was free to bide her time for action, to conform her foreign policy to " Liberal" ideas, even to the Golden Rule if she liked, while she was filling the coffers of Lombard Street. She could intervene or not in Continental affairs, as a disinterested idealism, or an interested Protestant propagandism, might impel her,2 and, having eased her conscience, she could retire in splendid isolation into her island fastness, with the proud sense of accumulated and accumulating wealth, and of duty done. Premonitory rumblings from the nether world which had been formed of the new social and economic layers deposited by her own unmolested unrivalled industrial activity had not yet reached her ears. For British statesmen the problem of foreign policy was still comparatively simple: while her world-wide hegemony went unchallenged, England had solely to concern herself with the maintenance of the European balance of power. This had uniformly been her object, and it is an ideal that had hitherto implied meddling, or non-meddling, as the case might be. Henri IV had backed her against Philip II; the German States and Spain were her allies against Louis XIV; all Europe aided, abetted and applauded her at Waterloo. If Napoleon III had accepted her assistance, Prussia would never have constructed a Kiel Canal on Danish soil; Germany would not have fatally discovered that her future was on the water, and the dream of Bismarck to render German unity (Einheit) as real as German
1  It may, however, be admitted with Gen. Homer Lea that Prussia's seizure of Schleswig-Holstein " ended the period when England gave down the law to Europe."    The Day of the Saxon, p. 160.
2  John Stuart Mill would have said, " A concern for her own security."    See his essay, 1857, A Few Words on Non-Intervention.